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Overview

The Learning Space Rating System (LSRS) project provides a set of measurable criteria to
assess how well the design of classrooms support and enable active learning activities. Noting
the success of several architectural programs to promote sustainable building design, the
LSRS provides a scoring system to serve as an indicator of how well a classroom’s design
serves the goal of active learning. The LSRS criteria form the basis for a rating system that will
allow institutions to benchmark their environments against best practices within the higher
education community.

This current version of the LSRS measures formal learning spaces, but future versions will
include informal spaces and more specialized spaces. The information in the About section
contains more detailed background and information on the LSRS project. In the Resources
section, you will find articles, websites, and other resources relevant to the project. We highly
recommend an article in the Journal of Learning Spaces for a conceptual introduction to the
LSRS project.

Access the LSRS version 1

Download LSRS version 1 of the rating system and the scoresheet. The ELI invites community
members to participate in the community input process. We will use the input to revise the
current version in a process of continuous improvement. We invite you to share your
comments through the community input form .,

All LSRS materials are covered by the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 license (CC BY 3.0).

LSRS Team Members:
* Malcolm Brown, EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative
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The trick is in the interpretation.




What can we learn about
student desires?

The trick is in the interpretation.
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s===Total % of Participants =% of Participants with Responses
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Overview

The Learning Space Rating System (LSRS) project provides a set of measurable criteria to
assess how well the design of classrooms support and enable active learning activities. Noting
the success of several architectural programs to promote sustainable building design, the
LSRS provides a scoring system to serve as an indicator of how well a classroom’s design
serves the goal of active learning. The LSRS criteria form the basis for a rating system that will
allow institutions to benchmark their environments against best practices within the higher
education community.

This current version of the LSRS measures formal learning spaces, but future versions will
include informal spaces and more spaces. The ir in the About section
contains more detailed background and information on the LSRS project. In the Resources
section, you will find articles, websites, and other resources relevant to the project. We highly
recommend an article in the Journal of Learning Spaces for a conceptual introduction to the
LSRS project.

Access the LSRS version 1

Download LSRS version 1 of the rating system and the scoresheet. The ELI invites community

to in the input process. We will use the input to revise the
current version in a process of continuous improvement. We invite you to share your
comments through the community input form.,

All LSRS materials are covered by the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 license (CC BY 3.0).

LSRS Team Members:
* Malcolm Brown, EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative
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LSRS ICC Credit 1: Alignment with Campus Academic Strategy

Intent
To align learning spaces with strategic academic plans or initiatives, including
institutional accreditation and accountability activities.

1 Point

Criterion for credit

Provide evidence of close alignment of the learning space’s design with campus strategic
academic plans, major campus academic initiatives, and/or institutional accreditation
processes.

Potential strategies and approaches
® Map aspects of the learning space directly to campus academic goals. For
example, a team-based space design could be aligned to the goal of increasing
student engagement and collaboration skills.
e Weave the learning space design directly into a major campus initiative. An
example might be including mobile projection in the space’s design to align to a
campus tablet initiative.

Learning Space Rating System
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10
11 |Room Information Type of Space Being Rated: Check one:
12 |Institution: <insert institution name> Discussion-focused space
13 |Building: <insert building name> Presentation-focused space
14 Room No: <insert room number> Team-based space
15 |Link to photos:  <insert link to photos= Versatile space
16
N Credit e s : I Maximum Earned
17 Section Number Criterion Sub-criterion Credits Credits
18 Section 1. Integration with Campus Context
ICC 1 Alignment with Campus Academic Strategy Provide evidence of alignment ]
19
ICC 2 Integration with Learning Space Master Plan  Provide evidence of alignment 1
20
ICC 3 Compatibility with Technology Strategic Plan Provide evidence of alignment ’
21
ICC 4 Committment to Evidence-Based Research and Campus assessment plan 1
22 Assessment
ICC 5 Innovation in Integrating Learning Spaces with  Provide evidence of initiatives ]
23 Campus Context
24 section Credit Subtotal 5 0
25
26 Section 2. Planning Process
PP 1 Stakeholder Engagement Document engagement process 1
27
PP 2 Best Practices in Planning and Design Provide documentation of consultation on best
7 practices OR provide documentation linking 1
28 design strategies with best practices
PP 3 Pilots and Prototypes Provide evidence of testing through pilot projects 1
29

Learning Space Rating System

http://www.educause.edu/eli/initiatives/learning-space-rating-system
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11 Room Information Type of Space Being Rated: Check one: o
12 |Institution: <insert institution name> Discussion-focused space
Intent 13 |Building: <insert building name> Presentation-focused space
To align learning spaces with strategic academic plans or initiatives, including 14 |Room No: <insert room number> Team-based space
institutional accreditation and accountability activities. 15 |Link to photos: | <insert link to photos> Versatile space
16 I
. . Credit - - Maximum  Earned I
1 Point 17 |5¢t°n Number Criterion Sub-criterion Cradits | Credits
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. R . ICC 1 Alignment with Campus Academic Strategy Provide evidence of alignment 1
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" " . . . " . icc 2 Integration with Learning Space Master Plan  Provide evidence of alignment
Provide evidence of close alignment of the learning space’s design with campus strategic bo ¢ 5P 9 1
academic plans, major campus academic initiatives, and/or institutional accreditation + L icc 3 |Compatibility with Technology Strategic Plan | Provide evidence of alignment 1 -
— I
processes. ICC 4 Commif to Evidence-Based Research and Campus assessment plan 1 e ——
22 Assessment
ICC 5 Innovation in Integrating Learning Spaces with  Provide evidence of initiatives 1 I
. . 23 Campus Context
Potential strategies and appranhes ' ' » Socion Craai Subiotal 7 n
® Map aspects of the learning space directly to campus academic goals. For bs |
example, a team-based space design could be aligned to the goal of increasing [26  Section 2. Planning Process
. . PP 1 Stakeholder Engagement Document engagement process
student engagement and collaboration skills. b7 1
® Weave the Iearning space design direcﬂy into a major campus initiative. An PP 2 Best Practices in Planning and Design Provide documentation of consultation on best
. N . . . . R , . . practices OR provide documentation linking 1
example might be including mobile projection in the space’s design to align to a 28 design ies with best practices
PR i T ]
campus tablet initiative. £} PP 3 Pilots and Prototypes Provide evidence of testing through pilot projects 1

Rubric Spreadsheet  Report/Action Plan
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