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History 

Baskerville was designed in 1757 in Birmingham, 
England, by its namesake, John Baskerville 

(1706-1775). It was cut into metal for use in 
printing presses by John Handy. Baskerville was 

created at a time of  transitions. In the visual arts 
and architecture, Europe was moving from the 

ornate, asymmetrical designs of  the Rococo, 
toward the Neoclassical style, which emphasized 

simplicity and symmetry. In the social and political 
world, Baskerville was made in the heart of  the 
Age of  Enlightenment and at the dawn of  the 
Industrial Revolution - a time when scientific 

discoveries were driving significant commercial 
and industrial change. Baskerville’s design can be 

seen as a bridge between eras: balancing classic 
elegance with modern practicality. 

Features 
Baskerville is classified as a transitional serif that comes 
between “old-style” and “modern” typefaces. The 
typeface was created as a part of  John Baskerville’s 
larger goal to allow for higher quality approaches to 
industrial book printing. Baskerville’s highly modulated 
strokes included thinner, more refined lines that were 
made to be carefully printed using quality ink and 
smooth paper to produce a crisp, high-contrast finish. 
Notable uses include the 1758 edition of  John Miltion’s 
Paradise Lost, the official word mark for Canada, and the 
Bang and Olufsen website. As a bridge between eras 
and styles, Baskerville’s connotations are dignified and 
elegant, without being overly stuffy. Baskerville reads as 
classic and trustworthy, but modern enough to still be 
stylish and always up to date.

References: Age of Enlightenment. (2019). Wikipedia. | Baskerville. (2019). Wikipedia. | Baskerville Font Family Typeface Story. Fonts.com. |  Baskerville in use. Fonts in Use. | Baskerville, John (1706–1775) | Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. | Gigante, 

M. D. (2013, August 13). How Typefaces Influence Perception and Persuasion | Advertising Florida. | Jacobs, M. Baskerville Old Face font family - Typography. | Linotype. Baskerville font family | Linotype.com. | Neoclassicism. (2019). Wikipedia. | Rationalism. 

(2019). In Wikipedia. | Sarah, L. (2013, October 5). Baskerville Type Book. | Serif. (2019). Wikipedia. | Typewolf. Baskerville Font Combinations & Free Alternatives · Typewolf.

…… ……

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Age_of_Enlightenment&oldid=891548330
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baskerville&oldid=891292476
https://www.fonts.com/font/linotype/baskerville/story
https://fontsinuse.com/typefaces/1145/baskerville
http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-1007793
https://www.mdgadvertising.com/marketing-insights/how-typefaces-influence-perception-and-persuasion/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/typography/font-list/baskerville-old-face
https://www.linotype.com/43255/baskerville-family.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neoclassicism&oldid=891801590
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rationalism&oldid=891663103
http://asomatic.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Sarah-Lewis_Baskerville-Book-Final.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Serif&oldid=886825975
https://www.typewolf.com/site-of-the-day/fonts/baskerville
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Age_of_Enlightenment&oldid=891548330
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baskerville&oldid=891292476
https://www.fonts.com/font/linotype/baskerville/story
https://fontsinuse.com/typefaces/1145/baskerville
http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-1007793
https://www.mdgadvertising.com/marketing-insights/how-typefaces-influence-perception-and-persuasion/
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/typography/font-list/baskerville-old-face
https://www.linotype.com/43255/baskerville-family.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Neoclassicism&oldid=891801590
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rationalism&oldid=891663103
http://asomatic.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Sarah-Lewis_Baskerville-Book-Final.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Serif&oldid=886825975
https://www.typewolf.com/site-of-the-day/fonts/baskerville

	Baskerville: Bridging Classic & Modern
	History
	Features
	&&&
	&&&
	&&&
	History
	Features
	History
	Features
	History
	Features
	History
	Features
	History
	Features

